They will enter Zion with singingé Islaiah

HION’S NEWSLETTBR

PAGE1 SEPTEMBER2009

Back to School

Summer is drawing to a close and God has commanded us to t
t hat means one t hji|Higwofddorour ahddrey so that théy
time to go back to school. Maybe your kicisrrectly know and praise God for w
dondt I i ke to t hijinisandWwhatthé has dorie.sBut piope
havendt started sic Bhigianecdutation exignds beyoral |
Now you might be thinking that this articlehg#dren. People of every age need to||
directed just at the kids in the congregatiangood understanding of Scriptural truth tg
But it is the time of year that almost all ofhesse true faith and the assurance th tG
go back to school. September marks thehas saved them. How will people kno
beginning of our Sunday School year wheo Christ is or what he has done unless Hing lot sale 5
most of us, young and old alike, head backtanght to them? And when each of us
the classroom to participate in the variousinderstands more fully what Christ has [ i Action: 6
educational programs the church offers.| done, we can be increasingly assured|and
Many people dedicate their time on the | comforted that we too will enjoy eter B et oo .
Lordds Day to eithbBewthCGhdac hi ng or pajrti cipati ng
in these studies and are built up and edified by

tha But it is not just our own Gems and cadets 9
z relationship with God that is helped
But have you ever asked yourselflearning more about him. We learn morel vy Group 10

why we spend so much time and so mangbout the Bible and what it teaches so that
resources on our Sunday School program/ can decide between truth and error. - = 1
Interestingly enough, Zacharias Ursinus|&akeéng the Reformation, many pastors and
this very question about 500 years ago. | theologians were concerned with the fals
Ursinus was one of the principle authars tEfachings in the world all around the
the Heidelberg Catechism. He also wrot@laey knew that church members, bot
long commentary on the Catechism. Ursy g and old, would need to be equipped
began that commentary with an introductryanswer these challenges. Nothin
section that asks the question: Why is|chaheimged, has it? Many false teachings and
education necessary? | think his answerbeliefs are all around us. A proper
wise and helpful for us to consider. understanding of
test the opinions of men by the rule of
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God. I't equips Godos|umaeplsd atna prtotiectl itghe oh
from falsehood. word. Catechism was seen as the means by which all
But what is_ the ru[I¥Rgseliesopgesation couid heproudhiiog . g
said before, 0The Bib I3 EIPIE; Dyt pratouly iurber%agdngq gﬁeme 895 ©'w
/,\\ know what God&és word SS%th%re? This is another
advantage of catechism and Sunday School. |Qur To all these good reasons for church
classes are designed to make the doctrine taugtedodhédon, Ursinus also added a powerful word of
Bible more easily understood. We make the wordashing. He wrote that a neglect of doctrinal
God as simple as we can for the younger children.nAst r ucti on i s one o t he

they grow in wisdom and grace, the teaching
more detailed so tha
word more fully.

And as we become more educated in
teachings of the Bible, we can hear the word
preached with a different ear. The Reformers
recognized that many people coming out of th
church were ignorant of the basic teachings o
Scripture. The Roman church told you what y
needed to know, and you had to do very little
for yourself. The Reformers wanted educated
members who knew what they believed and w
believed it. They felt that the better educated
congregations were the more effective the pre
Godds word would be.

wanted them to be able to judge the preachin

be
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congregations to blindly accept what they said.

2someany at the present day tossed about by every wind
ofadbctrine Gxaddwiiysso mamyofadl Fraam Chbrist kno
AntiChr i st . 6 Again, | | woul
correct in our day as it was in his. Many people are
@ialed into false teachings and even heresy bhecause
ohey were not proper|y i

RomanSo as we anticipajte gc
us remember the wonder ful
Lgiven to continue to learn about God and to grow in

théngrace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ!
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aching of William Godfrey
They did not want their
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MONTHLY BIBLE VERSE

toti

Matthew 11:28-30

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Take My yoke upon you and learn from
Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.

For My yoke is easy and My burden is

light.”
Ho
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Stonemasons

Three stonemasons were building a cathedral when
a stranger wandered by. The first stonemason was

ng rocks to apile near a wall.

:What are youdoing?” asked the stronger.
‘Can’tyou see thatI'm carrying rocks?”

The stronger asked the second laborer, “What are
you doing?”

“I'm building a wall,” he replied.

A few steps away, the stronger came upon a third
mason. “What are you doing?” he asked.

This worked smiled. ‘T, building a cathedral to the
glory of God!”

Same jobs, different missions.

w will we answer? Is our work a paycheck or a
ling?

y job, done to God’s glory, proves the high calling

of our daily work.
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Greeters Sc

September 6 & September 13

Leonard & Letha Enserink

Bert & Joanne Piers

September 20 & September 27

Ken & Corrine Koolhaas
Jim & Mary Brouwer

If you are unable to greet

as scheduled, exchange
with someone on the

nedule for Septembér

September Offering Schedule

September 6 AM
PM

September 13 AM
PM

September 20 AM
PM

September 27 AM
PM

The Offering Schedule is also listed on the event, birthday and

Anniversary calendar.

General Fund

Rev. Bill Green

Ripon Christian Tuition Relief

Stockton Gospel Center

General Fund

Mid America Reformed Seminary

Covenant URC, Fresno

Messiah Reformed Fellowship

Prayer Chain Information

Are you familiar with the prayer chain? We have people who get the prayer reques
by email, and others who prefer to be phone prayer partners. It is your choice. If y
wish to know more about it, or would like to be added to our prayer chain, please calll

Nettie, 599-7404 or Adri, 5996639.




