
 

 

  Summer is drawing to a close and 
that means one thing for many children: Itõs 
time to go back to school.  Maybe your kids 
donõt like to think about this, but if you    
havenõt started school already, you soon will.  
Now you might be thinking that this article is 
directed just at the kids in the congregation.  
But it is the time of year that almost all of us 
go back to school.  September marks the  
beginning of our Sunday School year when 
most of us, young and old alike, head back to 
the classroom to participate in the various 
educational programs the church offers.  
Many people dedicate their time on the 
Lordõs Day to either teaching or participating 
in these studies and are built up and edified by 
them. 

But have you ever asked yourself 
why we spend so much time and so many 
resources on our Sunday School program?  
Interestingly enough, Zacharias Ursinus asked 
this very question about 500 years ago.    
Ursinus was one of the principle authors of 
the Heidelberg Catechism.  He also wrote a 
long commentary on the Catechism.  Ursinus 
began that commentary with an introductory 
section that asks the question: Why is church 
education necessary?  I think his answers are 
wise and helpful for us to consider. 

God has commanded us to teach 
His word to our children so that they may 
correctly know and praise God for who he 
is and what he has done.  But proper   
Christian education extends beyond just the 
children.  People of every age need to have 
a good understanding of Scriptural truth to 
have true faith and the assurance that God 
has saved them.  How will people know 
who Christ is or what he has done unless it 
is taught to them?  And when each of us 
understands more fully what Christ has 
done, we can be increasingly assured and 
comforted that we too will enjoy eternal 
life with Christ. 

But it is not just our own         
relationship with God that is helped by 
learning more about him.  We learn more 
about the Bible and what it teaches so that 
we can decide between truth and error.  
During the Reformation, many pastors and 
theologians were concerned with the false 
teachings in the world all around them.  
They knew that church members, both 
young and old, would need to be equipped 
to answer these challenges.  Nothing has 
changed, has it?  Many false teachings and 
beliefs are all around us.  A proper        
understanding of Godõs word helps us to 
test the opinions of men by the rule of 
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God.  It equips Godõs people to protect the church 
from falsehood. 

But what is the rule of God?  As Iõve heard it 
said before, òThe Bible is a big book.ó  How will we 
know what Godõs word says?  This is another         
advantage of catechism and Sunday School.  Our 
classes are designed to make the doctrine taught in the 
Bible more easily understood.  We make the word of 
God as simple as we can for the younger children.  As 
they grow in wisdom and grace, the teaching becomes 
more detailed so that all Godõs people can know His 
word more fully. 

And as we become more educated in the 
teachings of the Bible, we can hear the word of God 
preached with a different ear.  The Reformers         
recognized that many people coming out of the Roman 
church were ignorant of the basic teachings of       
Scripture.  The Roman church told you what you 
needed to know, and you had to do very little thinking 
for yourself.  The Reformers wanted educated      
members who knew what they believed and why they 
believed it.  They felt that the better educated their 
congregations were the more effective the preaching of 
Godõs word would be.  They did not want their      
congregations to blindly accept what they said.  They 
wanted them to be able to judge the preaching and 

understand it in light of the truth revealed in Godõs 
word.  Catechism was seen as the means by which all 
members of the congregation could be brought to a 
simple but profound understanding of the message of 
Scripture. 

To all these good reasons for church          
education, Ursinus also added a powerful word of 
warning.  He wrote that a neglect of doctrinal        
instruction is one of the main reasons òwhy there are 
so many at the present day tossed about by every wind 
of doctrine, and why so many fall from Christ to     
Anti-Christ.ó  Again, I would suggest that this is just as 
correct in our day as it was in his.  Many people are 
misled into false teachings and even heresy because 
they were not properly instructed in Godõs word. 

So as we anticipate going òback to school,ó let 
us remember the wonderful opportunity weõve been 
given to continue to learn about God and to grow in 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ! 

Greetings 
William Godfrey 
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September 20 & September 27  

 
Ken & Corrine Koolhaas 
Jim & Mary Brouwer  

 

 

 If you are unable to greet 
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September 6 & September 13  

 
Leonard & Letha Enserink  
Bert & Joanne Piers 
 

 

 

 

 

Greeters Schedule for September 

 

September 6  AM  General Fund 

    PM Rev. Bill Green 

 

September 13  AM Ripon Christian Tuition Relief 

     PM  Stockton Gospel Center 

 

September 20  AM General Fund 

       PM Mid America Reformed Seminary 

 

September 27  AM Covenant URC, Fresno 

   PM Messiah Reformed Fellowship 

 

The Offering Schedule is also listed on the event, birthday and         

Anniversary calendar.  

September Offering Schedule 

Prayer Chain Information  

Are you familiar with the prayer chain?  We have people who get the prayer requests 
by e-mail, and others who prefer to be phone prayer partners. It is your choice.  If  you 
wish to know more about it, or would like to be added to our prayer chain, please call 
Nettie, 599-7404 or Adri, 599-6639. 


