
 

 

RYS Convention 2008 ï 
With Thankfulness to 

God! 
 
Dear Zion URC family,  
 
 On behalf of those who had 
the opportunity to attend the Reformed 
Youth Services (RYS) convention this 
past July, I thought I would take this 
opportunity to let you know some of 
the things we learned and experienced 
over the course of the week.   
 
 But let me begin by saying 
thank you ï we humbly recognize that 
without your generous financial        
support, we would not have been able 
to attend.  We are thankful, too, for 
your prayers and words of                 
encouragement in connection with our     
convention week.   
 

 On the afternoon of Monday, 
July 21, approximately 715 high school 
students began flooding the campus of 
Bethel University in St. Paul,            
Minnesota.  Many had traveled long 
distances to get there ï some by bus, 
others by plane.  Our group left San 
Francisco the night before on a red eye 
(with the exception of myself), already 
filled with stories of lost wallets and 
sleepless nights.  I have my own story to 
tell, by the way, but will leave it up to 
you to ask me.  
 
 With the students came       
sponsors ï parents, youth leaders,    
pastors, and others (like Woody and 
Sandy Mouw - who probably didnôt 
know what they were getting themselves 
into!).  In fact, not only is convention a 
wonderful opportunity for youth to 
meet other youth, but also for leaders to 
meet other leaders, and for leaders to 
meet other students.  For many of us,   
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convention is the only time we get to see 
one another.  And what a blessing it is!   
 
 Every year there are two main 
speakers (this year was Rev. Jeff Doll and 
Rev. Jason Tuinstra).  Each day includes a 
session with one of the main speakers, 
who usually preaches for about an hour.  
Included in these sessions are times of 
singing ï and glorious singing, at that!  Of 
all the things I enjoy about convention, 
the singing is one of my favorite.  This 
year, the auditorium had awesome     
acoustics, which added to the singing.   
 
 Our theme was ñDonôt Conform, 
Be Transformedò based upon Romans 
12:1-2 which says, ñI beseech you        
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable service.  And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be          
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God.ò   
 
 We were challenged as the Word 
of God was preached and as the Holy 
Spirit illuminated our hearts and minds.  I 
would encourage you to take the time and 
ask one of our youth what they learned 
(Megan Hoeksema, Sam Watkins, Andrew 
Van Cleave, Daniel Enas, Tim Hoeksema, 
and Anton Sonke).  Iôm sure they would 
love to tell you!   
 
 In addition to the main sessions, 
everyone is asked to choose five out of ten 
workshops.  Attendance is mandatory.  

The workshops always cover a broad range 
of topics ï they focus on what it means to 
be a follower of Christ in a pagan world.  
What does modesty mean in the 21st     
century?  What are the dangers and pitfalls 
of technology?  Is life a reality show?  
These are just some of the topics that were 
covered.   
 
 Every morning the students and 
sponsors join their ñsunriseò groups ï 
which provides an opportunity for       
reflection and prayer.  Before bed, each 
individual youth group gets together to 
ñrehashò the day and talk about the things 
about which were spoken and the things 
that were learned.   
 
 While convention takes the study 
of Godôs Word seriously, there is also   
ample opportunity for fellowship and fun 
ï whether itôs during free time, talent 
show, over dinner, or at the ñday away.ò  
This year, the day away was held at an 
amusement/water park.  Again, I have a 
story to tell anyone who is interested.  
Letôs just say that my stomach doesnôt get 
along with certain ridesé 
 
 I am very thankful for RYS and 
the work they put into the convention 
each year.  Next year, the Lord willing, the 
convention will be held in the great state 
of North Carolina ï go Tar Heels!   
 
 I would be amiss if I failed to           
acknowledge and thank Eric and Melinda 
Segaar, who again served on the           
convention committee.  What this       
essentially means is that they attended 
something like six meetings throughout 
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the year in preparation, and then spent 
the entire week in yellow shirts trying to 
ensure that everything was running 
smoothly.  This was their third and final 
year on the committee.  If you get the 
chance, thank them for their humble    
service.   
 
 One of the speakers concluded 
with a charge to all of us: itôs one thing to 
be challenged, itôs yet another to be 
changed (or transformed).  My prayer for 
our group, as well as the other 700 plus 
attendees of the convention, is that God 

would do a mighty work in our lives, by 
renewing us according to His Word.   
 
 Would you pray this too, that our 
faithful God would raise up another    
generation who seeks not after the world 
and its fleeting pleasures, but who lives for 
the glory of Jesus Christ?  May this be true 
of our covenant youth here at Zion URC.   
 
          Soli DEO Gloria,  
             Pastor Michael J. Schout    
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The Mayonnaise Jar and 2 Cups of  
Coffee  
 
When things in your life seem almost too 
much to handle, when 24 hours in a day are not enough,       
remember the mayonnaise jar and the 2 cups of coffee .  
  
 A professor stood before his philosophy class and had 
some items in front of him.  When the class began, 
he wordlessly picked up a very large and empty 
mayonnaise jar and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. 
He then asked the students if the jar was full.  They 
agreed that it was.   
  
 The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and 
poured them into the jar.  He shook the jar lightly.  The 
pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf 
balls.  He then asked the students again if the jar was 
full..  They agreed it was.  
 
The professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it 
into the jar.  Of course, the sand filled up everything 
else.  He asked once more if the jar was full.  The 
students responded with an unanimous 'yes.'   
  
 The professor then produced two cups of coffee from 
under the table and poured the entire contents into the 
jar effectively filling the empty space between the sand. 
The students laughed.   
  
 'Now,' said the professor as the laughter subsided, 'I 
want you to recognize that this jar represents your life. 

The golf balls are the important things - your family, 
your children, your health, your friends and your favorite 
passions - and if everything else was lost and only 
they remained, your life would still be full.  
  
 The pebbles are the other things that matter like your 
job, your house and your car.   
  
The sand is everything else---the small stuff. 'If you put 
the sand into the jar first,' he continued, 'there is no 
room for the pebbles or the golf balls.  The same goes 
for life.  If you spend all your time and energy on the 
small stuff you will never have room for the things that 
are important to you.  
 'Pay attention to the things that are critical to your 
happiness.  Spend time with your children.  Spend time 
with your parents..  Visit with grandparents.  Take time 
to get medical checkups.  Take your spouse out to 
dinner.  Play another 18.  There will always be time to 
clean the house and fix the disposal.  Take care of the 
golf balls first - the things that really matter.  Set 
your priorities.  The rest is just sand.'  
One of the students raised her hand and inquired what 
the coffee represented. The professor smiled and said, 
'I'm glad you asked.'  
   
The coffee just  shows you that no 
matter how full your life may seem, 
there's always room for a couple of 
cups of coffee with a friend.'   



 

 

September 21 & September 28  

 
Dennis & Joanne Sonke 
Brian & Jessica Sonke 
 

 

 If you are unable to greet 

as scheduled, exchange 

with someone on the 
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September 7 & September 14  

 
Josephine Smiley 
Ann Valkenaar  
 

 

 

 

 

Greeters Schedule for September 

 

September 7  AM  General Fund 

    PM Rev. Bill Green 

 

September 14  AM Ripon Christian Tuition Relief 

     PM Mid America Reformed Seminary 

 

September 21  AM General Fund 

       PM Middle Eastern Reformed Fellowship 

 

September 28   AM Covenant URC, Fresno 

   PM Messiah Reformed Fellowship 

 

The Offering Schedule is also listed on the event, birthday and         

Anniversary calendar.  

September Offering Schedule 

Prayer Chain Information  

Are you familiar with the prayer chain?  We have people who get the prayer requests 
by e-mail, and others who prefer to be phone prayer partners. It is your choice.  If  you 
wish to know more about it, or would like to be added to our prayer chain, please call 
Nettie, 599-7404 or Adri, 599-6639. 


