
 

 

The Solas of the  
Reformation 

 
 October is my favorite month 
of the year, for many reasons.  First, I 
love the change in seasons.  There are 
few things I enjoy more than putting on 
long sleeves, smelling the aroma of fall, 
and watching the leaves change color 
(all while sipping my pumpkin spice 
latte from Starbucks, of course).  A  
second reason is college football.      
Saturday afternoons and football are 
one of my favorite combinations!  But 
my third reason is the topic of this 
monthôs pastorôs pen.  As we in the   
Reformed tradition know, the last day 
of October is not just a day when     
people dress up in costumes and ask for 
candy, itôs also Reformation Day.   
 
 Though Reformation Day is 
celebrated by few in the world today, 
the Reformationôs impact is still being 

felt on a global scale.  It was a giant 
movement of epoch proportions, as the 
Church returned to biblical and        
doctrinal orthodoxy.  Its success was not 
due to any person, though God raised 
up able servants to communicate His 
truth.  The Reformation became a 
movement because of the Lord who 
stood behind it, and because of the 
truth that it conveyed.  
 
 So what, exactly, was the       
Reformation all about?  What doctrine 
did it teach?  While many things could 
be said, I think a helpful overview and 
summary can be found in the five      
Reformation solas: sola scriptura, sola 
fide, sola gratia, solus christus, and soli 
deo gloria.   
 
 The word ñsolaò is from the 
Latin meaning ñalone.ò  The Reformers 
argued, therefore, the following things: 
Scripture alone, faith alone, grace 
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alone, Christ alone, and to God be the 
glory alone.  Let me explain, briefly.   
 
 Sola scriptura, translated       
Scripture alone, was the Reformerôs     
insistence that the Bible is the only rule 
for faith and practice.  This was over and 
against the Roman Catholic Church, who 
argued that tradition (the unwritten words 
of Jesus and the Apostles) was to be given 
equal authority as the written Word of 
God.  What this essentially meant was that 
the Roman Catholic Church, and         
ultimately the Pope, had the final say on 
whether certain practices, such as          
purgatory, was indeed one of those      
unwritten traditions.   
 
 Tragically, as a result, the Bible 
itself was interpreted solely by the Church 
leaders, and was not even translated in the 
tongue of the people.  But with the      
Reformation came the translation of the 
Bible into the vernacular, as well as the 
insistence that every person had the right 
and responsibility to search the Scriptures.   
 
 The second sola is sola fide, faith 
alone.  Again, in reaction to Romeôs    
teaching on justification, the Reformers 
showed from Scripture that the sole      
instrument in justification was faith, not 
works.  To be sure, faith without works is 
dead.  But faith alone, that is, only faith by 
itself is the instrument by which we       
received the benefits of Jesus Christ.     
Saving faith is extraspective, rather than          
introspective, that is, our faith looks     
outside of ourselves to the works of      
another.   
 

 Sola gratia, translated grace alone, 
was the Reformationôs teaching that we 
are saved by grace, not of works, so that 
no one can boast.  The Roman Catholic 
Church, at the end of the day, argued that 
we are justified by faith and works.  When 
we stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ, the Reformers insisted, it is by 
grace alone that we are covered and        
forgiven.  Our works add nothing to our 
salvation, since even our righteous acts are 
like filthy rages before a holy God.   
 
 The fourth sola of the              
Reformation was solus Christus, Christ 
alone.  Again, we are saved only by the 
active and passive obedience of Christ.  
Our faith does not save us, Christ does.  
Our works do not save us, Christ does.  
The work of Christ on the cross, the     
Reformers argued, was once and for all.  
Jesus is not sacrificed again each and every 
time we partake of the Lordôs Supper. 
Rather, His atoning sacrifice was accepted 
by the Father and given for all who repent 
of their sins and trust in Christ alone.   
 
 The fifth sola of the Reformation, 
soli deo gloria, means to God alone be the 
glory.  The authors of the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism echoed this sola in 
their first question and answer: what is the 
chief end of man?  It is to glorify God and 
to enjoy Him forever.  This is what we 
were made to do; this is our ultimate    
purpose for living, to bring honor and 
glory to the God who made us, redeemed 
us, and sanctifies us.   
 
 These solas of the Reformation 
were never intended for ivory tower     
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theologians.  They were meant to be in the 
hearts and minds and lips of every         
believer.  What does it mean to be       
Reformed, people ask?  You may want to 
begin with the five solas of the              
Reformation: Scripture alone, faith alone, 
grace alone, Christ alone, and to God be 
the glory alone.   
 
 This October, as you enjoy the 
change in seasons, remember the gift of 
the Reformation; when God used        
ordinary people to ignite a global        
movement, centered around the Word of 
God and the doctrines of the faith.  Refor-
mation history is our history.   

 On behalf of the evangelism    
committee, we invite you to attend the 
annual Reformation Celebration, held on 
Friday, October 31st  here at the church.  
And invite a friend!  As usual, there will 
be food, fun for all ages, and an           
opportunity to learn more about one of 
the key leaders in the Reformation.  This 
year, our ñpersonò is Martin Luther.  Put 
it on your calendar, and to God alone be 
the glory.   
 
     
   Soli DEO Gloria,  

       Pastor Michael J. Schout    
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The Window 

 

A young couple moves into a new neighborhood.  The next morning, while 

they are eating breakfast, the young woman sees her neighbor hang the 

wash outside.  

Perhaps she needs better laundry soap.  Her husband looked on, but      

remained silent.  

That laundry is not very clean, she said, she doesn't know how to wash correctly. 

  

Every time her neighbor would hang her wash to dry, the young woman would make the same com-

ments.  

About one month later, the woman was surprised to see a nice clean wash on the line and said to 

her husband: Look!  She has learned how to wash correctly.   I wonder who taught her this.  

    

The husband said:  I got up early this morning and cleaned our windows!  

   

And so it is with life: What we see when watching others, depends on the purity 

of the window through which we look. 

Before we give any criticism, it might be a good idea to check our state of mind 

and ask ourselves if we are ready to see the good rather than to be looking for 

something in the person we are about to judge. 



 

 

October 19 & October 26  

 
Ken & Corrine Koolhaas 
John & Connie Mays 
 

 If you are unable to greet 

as scheduled, exchange 

with someone on the 

schedule.  
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October 5 & October 12  

 
Leonard & Letha Enserink 
Bill & Kazuko Christopher  
 

 

 

 

 

Greeters Schedule for October 

 

October 5  AM  General Fund 

    PM Mid America Reformed Seminary 

 

October 12  AM Ripon Christian Tuition Relief 

     PM Reformed Youth Services 

 

October 19  AM General Fund 

       PM Providence Christian College 

 

October 26  AM Ripon Christian General Fund 

   PM GEMS 

 

The Offering Schedule is also listed on the event, birthday and         

Anniversary calendar.  

October Offering Schedule 

Prayer Chain Information  

Are you familiar with the prayer chain?  We have people who get the prayer requests 
by e-mail, and others who prefer to be phone prayer partners. It is your choice.  If  you 
wish to know more about it, or would like to be added to our prayer chain, please call 
Nettie, 599-7404 or Adri, 599-6639. 


