
 

 

òYou must understand this that in the last days       
distressing times will come...ó 
 ( 2 Tim. 3: 1-9) 
Paul has come to the end of his life. Heõs in prison 
waiting to hear about his death sentence while 
writing the second letter to Timothy. 
We know of Timothy that he was so privileged to 
have a grandmother Lois and a mother Eunice who 
were God fearing people. Today you canõt take it 
for granted anymore that your children or      
grandchildren will decide to worship God as their 
parents or grandparents did.  Paul writes a        
remarkable and unique testimonial about   
Timothy:  òNow you have observed my teaching, my 
conduct. My aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, 
my steadfastness, my persecutions, and my suffering the 
things that happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and 
Lystra. ( 2 Tim. 3:10) Timothy is encouraged by 
Paul to persevere. In other words to keep it up to 
the bitter end. 
 
Many people have speculated about the coming 
back of the Lord on the clouds of heaven and that 
we would now be living in the last days. Long ago 
an advertisement appeared in the Los Angeles 
Times under the heading: Christ is here already. 
The expression: last days is sometimes interpreted 
as if it would be the time just before the coming of 

Christ. However, theologians do agree that it is 
the period before Ascension and the return of 
Christ. Distressing times are the times of crisis  
which we already are experiencing. They are the  
cycles of misery. But one of these cycles will be 
the end. When that will be, God the Father  
knows only. If the church is not the salt of the 
earth anymore and the light of the world, the 
world will sink away in total darkness. This     
process has made quite a lot of progress. In other 
words we have lived for the past 2000 years in the 
last days. The concept: last days is also referred to 
in Acts 2:17 and Hebrews 1:1. 
 
In spite of what humanists say that the world will 
be better - the more man can create peace on 
earth - the Bible is not that optimistic. That the 
world will be much better in future, is an utopia, 
an illusion. After 2000 years of Christianity the 
world has not become better but worse. This is 
not as a result of the weakness of the Gospel but 
the weakness of man. Every generation of the past 
2000 years has brought forth many wicked people. 
The problem of everything that Paul states here 
from verse 2 are things that occur in the church, in 
the lives of members of the church, yes, even with 
faithful believers. 
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The little word: óIó, occupies an important and central 
place in the lives of many people and claims thousands of 
victims. Thatõs why it seems as if we are listening to the 
eleven oõclock news when Paul quotes eighteen character-
istics of these times of distress: 

òYou must understand this, that in the last days distressing times 
will come, for people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boasters, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents,      
ungrateful,  unholy, inhuman, implacable, slanderers,         
profligates, brutes, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, swollen 
with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding 
to the outward form of godliness but denying its power. ( 2 Tim. 
3: 1-5) The things Paul mentions here also occurred   
during the past 2000 years. 

In our modern times of today with its TV, videoõs,     
computers, internet, mobile phones, etc., there is a great 
temptation to move with the times. We will also have to 
accept that most people who produce the TV programs, 
are not necessarily Christians. Without being always 
aware of it, we haul into our homes the well-known   
Trojan horse by making the wrong friends, buying the 
wrong books, magazines, videoõs, and we can name much 
more.  The devil would like to undo the defeat he       
suffered when Christ rose from the dead. Thatõs the    
reason why the lawlessness in the world and also in the 
United States has increased dramatically. 

Man today is supreme and hyper intelligent, but         
spiritually poor and morally criminal and corrupt. The 
holiest things are trampled on today. Man is egoistic and 
obsessed by earning money even if it is obtained by      
dishonest means. Children are more and more            
disobedient towards their parents. And the parents and 
government are getting more and more tolerant. It is 
striking to see how committed Paul is about the          
relationship: parents-children. The devil has been busy for 
years to tinker with the family and with great success. 
There are also more Judasõ (traitors). And please note: 
Paul has in mind, people within the church. Hypocrites 
and practicing Christians of the church who seem to    
possess an appearance of faithfulness, but inside they look 
completely different. 

Paul compares these people who resist the truth with    
Jannes and Jambres (2 Tim. 3:8), two Egyptian magicians 
who in the time of Moses could change a stick into a snake. 

The important question for every believer today is: Are 
there also wrong ways we walk upon? Are we still saying 
sincere and regular prayers in our families? Is the father of 
the family a priest at the table by having the courage to pray 
aloud? How do we experience the sermons in church?  Are 
we really observant and attentive in respect of everything 
that happens around us? Are we in control of our children? 
Can we remain standing and keep going until He comes on 
the clouds of heaven?  

Thatõs what we should pray for everyday. When we pray 
for that in all sincerity, the Lord will hear our prayers and 
will strengthen us by His Holy Spirit. Then we will be able 
to keep going. We may, in spite of the heaviest thunder 
storms breaking loose all over us, look forward to what we 
have been promised: the Morning without storms and 
clouds . To the radiating new day on which weõll be      
walking in unprecedented eternal glory in the Light of our 
lamp, and the lamp is the Lamb, Jesus Christ. ( Rev. 21:23)  

Is the church still growing?  It is said that in Russia more 
people at a given Sunday are going to church than in the 
whole of Europe.  How does this compare with the USA? 
The church is also growing in China and Africa. 

The Netherlands, previously a stronghold and bastion of 
Protestantism, is experiencing that churches are being 
closed. It is possible that the church some of you attended 
in your youth in the Netherlands, is a storehouse today. 

It is possible that as a result of a slack and spineless        
government, laws are passed approving homosexuals    
weddings, and the end has not yet come. We still have to 
deal with the chapter of criticism of the Holy Scriptures.  
This chapter has not been closed yet. 

Are we still seeing the signs as the pagan Wise Men of the 
East saw at that time? They saw the star and believed. What 
do we see?              

Henk Askes, Ph.D 

The Netherlands 
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January 25 & February 1  

 

Les & Deb Haveman 
Merle & Elsie De Vries 
 
 If you are unable to greet 

as scheduled, exchange 

with someone on the 

schedule.  
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January 4  

 
Greg & Angel Kamper  
Paul & Alicia Vander Wal  
 

January 11 & January 18  

 
Dan & Mary Lee Sonke 
Eric & Melinda Segaar 

Greeters Schedule for January 

January 4  AM  General Fund 

    PM Tepeyac Construction 

 

January 11  AM Ripon Christian Tuition Relief 

     PM Mid America Reformed Seminary 

 

January 18  AM General Fund 

       PM Covenant URC, Fresno 

 

January 25  AM Rev. Allen Vander Pol 

   PM Messiah Reformed Fellowship 

 

The Offering Schedule is also listed on the event, birthday and               

Anniversary calendar.  

January Offering Schedule 

Prayer Chain Information  

Are you familiar with the prayer chain?  We have people who get the 

prayer requests by e-mail, and others who prefer to be phone prayer 

partners. It is your choice.   

If  you wish to know more about it, or would like to be added to our 

prayer chain, please call Nettie, 599-7404 or Adri, 599-6639. 
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Upcoming Events  

 

 
 
 
Youth group EVENTS 
LOGOS Winter Retreat 
 
Date: January 1 - 3, 2009  
Event Description: Three- day retreat for post - high singles ages 18- 30 in    
Tustin, MI. Theme is "Who's in Control?" Rev. Jeremy Veldman of the New Haven 
URC in Vermont will be the speaker. Late registration deadline is December 17, 
$175.00 payment confirms late registration.  On- line registration  is now      
available!  
 
Date: January 23 - 24, 2009  
The Grand Rapids- area all- nighter is scheduled to take place January 23 - 24, 
2009 (11 p.m. Friday -  5 a.m. Saturday) in  Grand Rapids. Cost is $20.00 per 
person. Sign- up deadline is Jan.19.  
 
Date: February 13- 16, 2009  
The California high school retreat is scheduled to take place February 13 - 16, 
2009 in Porterville, CA. Cost is $140.00. Rev. Ron Scheuers of the 1st URC of 
Chino will be the speaker. More information coming later this year.  
 
 Date: March 6- 8, 2009  
The first - ever RYS East Coast Regional High School Retreat will be held  
March 6- 8, 2009 in Bushkill, PA Lord willing. Cost is $140.00. Rev. Mark Stewart 
of the Covenant Reformed Church in Newton, NJ is scheduled to be the speaker. 
More information coming soon. 
 
RYS National Youth Convention 
Date: July 27 - 31, 2009  
Event Description:  RYS' National Youth Convention will be held in Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina, Lord willing. The theme of the 2009 convention will be 
"Forgiven!" based on Psalm 103:12. Cost is $300.00. More information coming 
later this year. Brochures will be mailed to RYS member churches in late       
December. For more information, contact RYS Director Ed DeGraaf at 
rys@iserv.net or (616) 667 - 0694.  
 

http://
mailto:rys@iserv.net

