
 

 

This is the first month in the year 2010.  

As we begin this new year it is good to 

look at who we are and how we have to 

live.  Jesus gives us the answer in the 

fifth chapter of Matthew, commonly 

known as the Sermon on the Mount.  

Jesus says: ñYou are the light of the 

world. A city that is set on a hill cannot 

be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp 

and put it under a bushel, but on a lamp 

stand, and it gives light to all who are 

in the house. Let your light so shine 

before men, that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven.ò 

Our identity is that we are the ñlight of 

the world.ò  The original language says: 

ñYou and you alone are the light of the 

world.ò  The assumption of our text is 

that the world is in darkness.   We are 

living in a world of spiritual and moral 

darkness.  What passes for                    

entertainment is degrading and           

disgusting.   Jeremiah, the prophet, says 

about his day: ñThey did not know 

how to blush.ò  We can certainly 

say that about our day.  There is 

shameless behavior on all levels of 

society, from the elite and refined 

people to the uncultured and poor 

people.  Into this darkness the light 

is to shine. The world does not like 

to think of itself in the darkness.  

They like to think of themselves as 

enlightened.  The tragedy of our 

culture is that we have                

concentrated on the knowledge of 

things mechanical, scientific, and 

mathematical which is good, but 

our knowledge of the real factors 

about the purpose of life has not 

been emphasized.  For example, 

even though there are great         

advances in medicine and science, 

the home and marriage is in a 

moral free fall. Into this world of 

spiritual and moral darkness, we 

are called to be the light of the 
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world.   

Where does our light come from?  It does not 

come from ourselves. We are not the source of 

light.  Who is the light?  God is the light (Psalm 

27:1: ñThe Lord is my lightéò). Jesus said in 

John 8:12, ñI am the light of the world.ò In 

Psalm 119:105 the psalmist says: ñYour word is 

the light for my path and the lamp for my feet.ò  

So God, Jesus and the Word are the source of 

light.  Paul says in Ephesians 5:8: ñFor you were 

once darkness, but now you are light in the 

Lord.ò   We are the light of the world in a       

secondary  or a derived sense.  Christ is the 

ñlight-lightingò as we read in John 1:9. We are 

the light lighted . Christ is the SUN of           

righteousness (Malachi 4:2).  We reflect the     

sun-light. Apart from Christ we cannot shine.  

An electric light does not shine by itself; it must 

be connected and turned on.  So must we. Jesus 

said to Nicodemus, ñYou must be born again!ò 

We need a new nature that loves light and hates 

darkness.  Paul says in Philippians 2:15: ñThat 

you may be blameless and harmless, sons of God 

without rebuke in the midst of a crooked and 

perverse nation among whom you shine as lights 

in the world.ò This is our identity. 

What is our purpose?  Our purpose is to ñso 

shine before menéò First, there is a warning 

from our Lord:  ñDo not put it under a bushel.ò   

Donôt be ashamed of Jesus, or the Bible.  We 

must be willing to stand up for Christ and His 

Word.  We have an opportunity to make a       

difference.  As we begin this new year, let us 

resolve to try harder to let our light shine. 

The positive  purpose is to ñso shine before  men 

that they may see your good deeds and praise 

your Father in heaven.ò  

Two things are necessary for a light or a lamp. 

They are  ñoilò and a ñwick.ò The oil is the      

energy, the power to shine.  Oil in the Bible is a 

symbol of the Holy Spirit.  The prophets, priests, 

and kings in the Old Testament were anointed 

with oil. This pointed to the qualifying power of 

the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit gives us light.  

The Holy Spirit connects us to Christ. The Holy 

Spirit opens our hearts to believe and to           

understand the Bible. We must live in constant 

communion with Christ through His Spirit by 

prayer, reading and hearing Godôs Word, and by 

hungering and thirsting for righteousness.  

The light must also have a wick. The wick is our 

life.  We must keep the wick clean and trimmed. 

The oil and the wick work together.  The first 

twelve verses of the Sermon on the Mount speak 

of the wick.  We are to be ñpoor in spirit,ò that 

is, we are to be humble.  We are to ñmournò on 

account of our sins; we are to ñhunger and thirst 

for righteousness.ò We are to be ñmerciful,ò and 

ñmeekò and ñpure in heartò and ñpeace-makers.ò  

This is what the world sees. In everything we do 

and say we are to be like the person we see in 

the beatitudes. 

Did you notice the little word: ñSOò?  ñLet your 

light SO shine before men that they may see 

your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven.ò Our lives are to point to our Father in 

heaven, so that others will see Him in us.  In 

other parts of the Bible, we are called the 

ñlettersò written by the hand of God (2 Corin-

thians 3:2-4). We are also called Godôs 

ñworkmanshipò (Ephesians 2:10). We must 

function as men, women, boys, and girls who 

have received new life from the Lord.  We are to 

love like He loves, to forgive as He does, to be 

holy as He is. 

This is the goal for our New Year!!  May the 

Lord give each of you a blessed and happy New 

Year. 

Pastor Tom Vanden Heuvel  
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Prayer Chain Information  
Are you familiar with the prayer chain? We have people who  
get the prayer requests by e -mail, and others who prefer to  
be phone prayer partners. It is your choice.  
 
If you wish to know more about it, or would like to be added                          
to our prayer chain, please call Nettie, 599 -7404 or Adri, 599 -6639

        Greeters Schedule for January 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year 

If you are unable to greet as scheduled, exchange with someone on the schedule.  
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January 3 AMñGeneral Fund 

  PMñTepeyac Construction 

 

January 10 AMñRipon Christian Tuition Relief 

  PMñReformed Youth Services 

  CommunionñAMñModesto Pregnancy Center 

 

January 17 AMñGeneral Fund 

  PMñCovenant URC, Fresno 

 

January 24 AMñURC Needy Church Fund 

  PMñMessiah Reformed Fellowship 

 

January 31 AMð Rev. Allen Vander Pol 

  PMð Mission Aviation Fellowship (Konops) 

 

 

The Offering Schedule is also listed on the event, birthday  

and  Anniversary calendar.  

 


