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Let Your Light So Shine

This is the first month in the year 20la bout hi s day:
As we begin this new yearitisgoodtbow t o bl ush. 0o
look at who we are and how we have &ay that about our day. There
live. Jesus gives us the answer in tsbameless behavior on all levels
fifth chapter of Matthew, commonlysociety, from the elite and refine
known as the Sermon on the Mounpeople to the uncultured and poor INSIDE THIS 1SSUE:
Jesus says: AiY ou people Intd thi:darknessg thetlight
world. A city that is set on a hill cannots to shine. The world does not like
be hidden. Nor do they light a lampo think of itself in the darkness. |-'BRARYNEWS 5
and put it under a bushel, but on a lanihey like to think of themselves as | MeEMBER MOMENTS 9
stand, and it gives light to all who arenlightened. The tragedy of our [ pcominG EVENTS 10
in the house. Let your light so shineulture is that we have
before men, that they may see yowoncentrated on the knowledge Of LKREATIVE KORNER 11
good works and glorify your Father irthings mechanical, scientific, and
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Where does our light come from? It does no
come from ourselves. We are not the source o
light. Who is the light? God is the light (Psalm

27: 1: AThe Lord 1is yprayer

John 8: 12, il am ¢t he hupqer g]andthg mgfprﬁl

once darkness, but now you are light in theof t he wi ck.
Lord. o We are the ild,ghwe oafr et teo WwWer lhd mb

secondary or a derived sense. Christ istheccount of

communion with Christ through His Spirit by
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Psalm 119: 105 t he ps alTmilighttmussasy Isave a ivitko Tine wickvis ou
the light for my pat hlfa W muistkeep theawick clehncand trimsed.
So God, Jesus and the Word are the source dhe oil and the wick work together. The first
l i ght . Paul says i n Byeleevarseaalthe SBrmd@:on tiie Mount spea
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the light lighted. Christ is the SUN of imeekd and Apur e-makeh
righteousness (Malachi 4:2). We reflect theThis is what the world sees. In everything we do
sun-light. Apart from Christ we cannot shine. and say we are to be like the person we see i
An electric light does not shine by itself; it mustthe beatitudes.

be connected and turned on. So must we. Jes ot i c80b ?Leﬁlq/oﬁrl ile 1 e

said to Nlcodemu_s, f’ftS@)éhﬁtibert]Brgmé%att{atthe)?l a%‘/ 0

We need a new nature that loves light and hat

rg rks and glorlfy yo Father in |
dar kness. Paul says Olg(hq CBLJr v£ aftgar(nTthoa

you may be blameless and harmless, sons of Gq’%aven SO that others will see H|m inus. In
without rebuke in the midst of a crooked andother parts of the Bible, we are called the

perverse nation among whom you shine as |Ightﬁ et r 80 Wr i t ten by fhe
in the world. o This 'Sthlaﬂsu§24) e Yar e al so c a

Wh a t i's our pur pose? nW@lI]IkmEpII]ISIFJIOIS(E (€Ephesifigros
shine before menéodo Fifunstibn as mdnewomen,ibsys, and girés rwhoij n g
from our Lord: i Do n bave regaivéd newtlife fuom dhe kkord.aWelane oofp e | .

Donoét be ashamed of Jleve likes He lowes, to tfolgiwe a8 Mebdbes,.to be] We
must be willing to stand up for Christ and Hisholy as He is.
Word. We have an opportunity to make ar
difference. As we begin this new year, let u
resolve to try harder to let our light shine.

his is the goal for our New Year!! May the
Y ord give each of you a blessed and happy New

Year.
The positive purpose is_to_fAiso,shine beforij m
that they may see your good deeds and praise Pastor Tom §/anden Heuvel
your Father in heaven. o

Two things are necessary for a light or a lamp.
They are Aoil 0o and a #Awick. o0 The oil i s |t he
energy, the power to shine. Oil in the Bible is a
symbol of the Holy Spirit. The prophets, priests,
and kings in the Old Testament were anointed
with oil. ThIS pointed to the qualifying power of
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Greeters Schedule for January

January 3 \\ J / /
Les & Deb Haveman )
Mark & Denise Nieweg 5
January 10 / | \

Mark & Denise Nieweg
Chris & Laurie Van Groningen

7
January 17 / /JJ
Fred & Joann Veenstra /

Chris & Laurie Van Groningen

January 24 & 31
Jerry & Judy Sonke
Dan & Mary Lee Sonke

If you are unable to greet as scheduled, exchange with someone on the schedule.

Happy New Year

Prayer Chain Information

Are you familiar with the prayer chain? We have people who
get the prayer requests by e  -mail, and others who prefer to
be phone prayer partners. It is your choice.

If you wish to know more about it, or would like to be added
| |to our prayer chain, please call Nettie, 599 -7404 or Adri, 599  -6639 .




January Offering Schedule

January 3  AMf General Fund
PMi Tepeyac Construction

January 10 AMi Ripon Christian Tuition Relief
PMi Reformed Youth Services
Communionit AMfi Modesto Pregnancy Center

January 17 AM#M General Fund
PMi Covenant URC, Fresno

January 24 AMf URC Needy Church Fund
PMi Messiah Reformed Fellowship

January 31 AMOA Rev. Allen Vander Pol
PMd Mission Aviation Fellowship (Konops)

The Offering Schedule is also listed on the event, birthday
and Anniversary calendar.
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