
 

 

In this New  Year, this is a good question to 
ask ourselves.  We are people of the Book.  
But what place does it have in our lives?  Why 
should the Bible have a prominent and strategic 
place in our lives? 

Letõs look at what the Bible is.  It is the living 
Word of God.  What the Bible says, God says.  
It is His letter to us.  If what the Bible says, 
God says, the Bible has a character just like 
God.  It is true.  We read that òAll Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God and is profitable 
for teaching, reproof, correction and           
instruction in  righteousness,  that the man of 
God may be  completely furnished for good 
worksó (2 Timothy 3:16,17).   Jesus said that 
the Scripture cannot be broken (John 10:35). 
Psalm 119 says: òYour Word is forever settled 
in the heavensó (Psalm 119:89). So we believe 
that the Word of God is without error,       
because God is  without error.  It is precisely 
at this point that many churches have departed 
from the historic view of the Bible which had 
been held by the historic Christian church. 

One of the first evidences of this departure was 
a question which was asked of all the member 
churches of the Reformed Ecumenical Council 

(REC) in the late 1960s by the Reformed 
Churches in the Netherlands (GKN).  The 
question was:  òWhat is the nature and 
extent of Biblical authority?ó 

I believe this question could be answered 
in just a few sentences.  I would answer 
this question in this way.  The nature of 
biblical authority is that it is divine author-
ity, and the extent of biblical authority is 
that it extends to all of Scripture.  But the 
Christian Reformed Church did not      
answer the question this way.  They     
appointed a committee to study this       
question and the committee wrote scores of 
pages in  Report 36 presented to the 1971 
Synod which referred it back to the     
committee. The committee wrote  more 
scores of pages in the Report 44 presented 
to the 1972 Synod. It was adopted and 
sent to the churches.  There are some 
good points made in this report and some 
very bad points made.  One of bad points 
made was that the Bible is a book of      
salvation (which is true), but because it is 
a book about salvation, it does not speak 
with authority on any other subject than 
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salvation (which is not true).  This report has resulted in 
serious departures from the historic Christian way of   
looking at things like the early chapters of Genesis, the 
doctrine of creation, the worldwide flood, some of the 
miracles in the Old Testament, and, who may serve in the 
church offices of elder, deacon or minister. 

So it is very important to know what is the character of 
the Bible when we ask what place it has in your life.   Our 
children must have a rock solid view of the Bible when 
they go to school, college, or university because the truths 
of the Bible will be challenged in the classroom. 

One of the sly ways of undermining the historicity of the 
early chapters of Genesis is to say that the early chapters of 
Genesis are like a portrait not a photograph.  You know the 
difference.  A portrait is an artistõs idea of what something 
looks like, but a photograph is the real thing.  Now there 
are those who say that the early chapters of Genesis are 
the artistõs idea of what happened in the beginning.         
Details are not important.  One cannot prove that  Eve 
was taken from a rib of Adam.  This is poetry or an artistõs 
idea of how God created a woman.  One cannot prove 
that a literal serpent talked to Eve and tempted her and 
Adam to eat of the forbidden tree.  This is an artistõs idea 
of how sin came into the world.  With regard to who may 
be in the office of elder, deacon, or minister, they tell us 
that we must see  the Apostle Paul dealing with a local 
problem in I Timothy 2:11-15 in which he forbids a 
woman to have authority over men or to teach in the 
church.  We are told that Paul is dealing with the situation 
in the local church of Ephesus where Timothy served as 
pastor and where some women were overly eager to 
usurp the authority of men.  We are told this passage does 
not apply to us.  It applied to them in Ephesus, but not to 
us today.   But Paul grounds his instruction not in a local 
issue, but in the order of creation and the fall of Adam and 
Eve.  Creation and the fall are not local events, but       
universal in their scope and application. 

So back to the question, what place does the Bible have in 
your life?  In order for the Bible to have a prominent and 
strategic place in our lives, we must have a very high view 
of the authority, inspiration, inerrancy, sufficiency, and 
clarity of the Bible. 

The Bible will form our òworld view.ó  We and our chil-
dren must see all of life as created by God and directed by 
His Word.  We must see that we are sinful along with all 
people.  We must see that sin affects  every part of us: our 
thinking, our emotions, our intentions, and our wills.  We 
must see and believe that only the blood of Jesus Christ 

can cleanse us from our sins and give us salvation from sin.  
This world view is formed by faith in God the Father and 
our creation, God the Son and our redemption, and God 
the Holy Spirit and our sanctification.  This is based on the 
inerrant Word of God. 

This worldview will equip us for our lives.  It will guide us 
in our attitudes and actions.  Psalm 119:105 says: òYour 
Word is a light to my path and a lamp to my feet.ó   This 
world view will arm us against the temptations of Satan.  
The Apostle Paul calls us to be strong in the Lord and in 
the power of His might; òput on the whole armor of God 
that you may be able to stand against all of the wiles of the 
devil.ó  In this context we are called to take the òSword of 
the Spirit which is the Word of God.ó  The sword is the 
only offensive weapon in the armor of God (Ephesians 6).  
The other pieces of equipment are defensive: the belt of 
truth, the breast plate of righteousness, our feet shod with 
the gospel of peace, the shield of faith with which we can 
quench the flaming arrows of the evil one, and the helmet 
of salvation. We must know how to use the defensive 
weapon as well.  Each of them rests on the Word of God. 

So what place does the Bible have in your life?  I hope that 
it has a very prominent and strategic place in your life.  
This means that we read and meditate on the Word of God 
daily.  It means we attend the worship of God in His house 
twice on Sunday.  It means that we read the Word of God 
to our children and talk about it like Moses commands in 
Deuteronomy 6.  The Word of God is to be part of the 
very atmosphere of our homes.  It means we educate our 
children in the truth of Godõs Word and the application of 
that Word to all of life and every school subject.  It means 
we memorize parts of the Bible. 

As we begin this New Year, let us resolve to do what Paul 
calls us to do:  òLet the Word of Christ dwell in you 
richlyéó (Colossians 3:16). 

Pastor Thomas Vanden Heuvel  
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Prayer Chain Information  
Are you familiar with the prayer chain? We have people who get the prayer  
requests by e -mail, and others who prefer to be phone prayer partners.  
It is your choice.  
If you wish to know more about it, or would like to be added to our prayer chain,  
please call Nettie, 599 -7404 or Adri, 599 -6639
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If you are unable to greet as scheduled, exchange with someone on the schedule.  

Nursery for February 


