Written by Rev. Frank Einfeld

Our tables are usually loaded with such a variety of
tasty, nutritious food. We have it so good we say.
But the other side of the coin is that we may have it
so good that we must be on guard lest we take all
this for granted and become self-complacent. We
must still pray each day, give usthisday our daily
bread even if we have so much. This prayer
reminds us where it all comes from. When we pray
this prayer, we will enjoy our material blessings
even more fully.

Isn t thisaso truein the realm of spiritual
blessings? What about our worship on the Lord s
Day? Must we not also be on guard lest our worship
becomes aformal matter of routine? Just asit is
good for us to reflect and count our material
blessings, so it is also profitable to reflect on our
worship. It helps us ward off formalism and will
add to our enjoyment in worship.

We have an order of worship listed in our
Sunday bulletin. Who decides how we should
worship, we the worshipers or God who isto be
worshiped? Jesus said to the Samaritan women,

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth . So the sovereign Lord
teaches us how to worship. The Bible, however,
does not give us an exact form for our worship of
God. But it does prescribe principles on which our
forms must be based. The Lord callsusout of a

world of sin and unbelief to
repentance and faith in Him.

That swhat the Churchis. Itis
the body of the called out ones.
On the Lord s Day we respond to
God s call to public worship. We
worship as His church.

But when we stop to think who God is and who
we are in contrast, how can we come into His
presence without a sense of fear and dread? Heis
the high and lofty one who inhabits eternity and we
aremortals. Heisthe Creator and we are creatures.
Heis beautiful in holiness and we are sinful. How
can we have the boldness to comeinto His
presence?

The Lord not only calls usto worship, He
welcomes us. He opens the way for us to come into
His very presence and is pleased with our worship
of Him. God has a part in our worship and we have
apart. God initiates our worship of Him. When we
as believers gather as His church in worship, we
don t dare just run into His holy presence. But God
In His condescending love and grace welcomes us.

Of course, the salutation or greeting in our
worship serviceis given by the pastor. But with the
eye of faith we look beyond man. We see the
glorified Christ walking amid the golden candle-
sticks which are His messenger. { Rev.1:20}. John
the writer of Revelation, was also one of those stars
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whom Christ held in Hishand. Through that star,
that messenger, Christ who walks among His church
addresses His church. The glorified, ascended
Christ doesnt cometo usin visibleform. He comes
through a representative, His stars or messengers
whom he holdsin His hand.

When the apostle John wrote down what Christ
told him to write as his representative to the church,
he also included the salutation as we haveit in Rev
1:4-6. Each of the Epistles has
agreeting or salutation. Why is
that? It isbecauseall the
Epistles are addressed to the
Church. The messages did not
really come from Peter or Paul
or John. They came from
Christ who addresses His
church through His messengers.
So when John in Revelation o
gives the greeting to the church, it is the greeting of
Christ who comes to the church through the apostle.

Thisistruein our worship servicesas well. Just
aswe are told in the form for the Lord s Supper not
to cleave to the bread and the wine but to look to
Christ in heaven, so in Christ s greeting we must
look beyond the human to Christ Himself.

The most common address the Lord usesin
addressing His people through His messengersis,

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ . Thistellsusto
whom the Lord is speaking. He doesnt address
everyonein general, but His church. And the church
of course isthose who confess Jesus Christ as their
Savior and Lord. They are beloved because they are
in Christ by faith. How wonderful that the Lord
addresses us not as we are in ourselves, nor by the
name we are known among people but asthe Lord s
children. He directs usto that fundamental moral
relationship which he sustains to His people. It
reminds us of al the Lord has done since our fall
into sin to bring about a new and glorious
relationship with Himself. How thrilled we must be
each time we come to God s house and hear His
messenger address usin thisway. We are then
assured that God holds us dear in His saving love.
The Lord in Isaiah 56:7 has promised to make His

peoplejoyful in His house of prayer. There Hetells
us, Eventhem will I bring to My holy mountain, and
make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt
offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on My
altar . No wonder the psalmist in Psalm 84, when in
circumstances beyond his control was unable to attend
the worship service, longed with a sense of
homesickness for the house of worship. Hesaid, My
soul longs, even faints for the courts of Jehovah .

God s greeting also serves the
purpose of creating an atmosphere
of congeniality. Have you ever
been among a group of people
where you felt unwelcome and
there was no concern for you?
What a satisfying feeling when we
know we are welcomed by others.
How much the more when the Lord
receives us. How satisfying for us
when we hear the Lord assures us that our person and
presenceis precious and sweet to Him. That we
should long for God and crave His fellowship, which
is atogether lovely, isnt so strange. But that God the
high and lofty one, who is dependant on no one, tells
us that He delights in fellowship with us and wants the
atmosphere of afather-son relationship with us, is
astounding. It overwhelmsus. Wesing. Amazing
Grace, how can it be that Thou my Lord shouldst die
for me? God loves us not because of what we arein
ourselves. Hislovefor usisgrounded in theinfinite
merits of Jesus. Helovesusonly in so far aswe
belong to Christ by faith. Heisnot only our Saviour
but also our Lord whom we love and serve with
gratitude.

We hear voices today saying we should be more
casua and less formal in our worship. Even to the
extent of omitting God s greeting. We should never
forget that true worship is not something on a
horizontal but avertical line. It iscommunion
between God and His people. Jesustells usin John
4:23, But the hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him .
God s greeting to His peopleis an essential part of
worshiping in truth.
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